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STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
Janey Doe is a seven year and two month old first grader at Twin Cities Elementary School in Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  Janey resides with her parents, Daniel and Janet Doe, and older brother at 24 Bossier Drive, 
Shreveport, Louisiana 70000. 
 
MEDICAL and SCHOOL HISTORY  
 
Janey is experiencing difficulties at school, particularly in the area of English/language arts.  She is on 
medication for ADHD (Adderall XR), and this is monitored on a regular basis by her pediatrician.  Psychologist 
Dr. Bob Macaffee has previously worked with Janey and recommended that she be placed on medication. 
 
Janey’s first grade teacher, Ms. Ames, reports that Janey has excellent attendance and homework completion. 
She requires additional accommodations such as preferential seating and reduced assignments.  Janey has a 
difficult time in school avoiding distractions, and she needs help focusing and staying on task. She is often able 
to refocus herself when she gets frustrated.  Even when working one-on-one with Ms. Ames, Janey requires 
her teacher’s efforts to stay on task. She gets agitated when someone touches her or makes noise near her. 
 
TESTS ADMINISTERED 
 
Slosson Intelligence Test, Revised 3 (SIT) 
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, 4th Edition 
Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration 
Slosson Oral Reading Test (SORT-R3) 
Dolch Basic Sight Word List 
Analytical Reading Inventory (Tenth Edition) 
Diagnostic Reading Scales 
Auditory Skills Test 
Beginning Decoding Survey 
Gates-MacGinitie Silent Reading Tests 
 
TEST RESULTS 
 
The Slosson Intelligence Test, Revised 3 (SIT) provides a quick, reliable index of intellectual ability. Janey’s 
scores are listed below: 
  Standard score = 72 
  Age equivalent = five years, three months 
  Stanine = 1 
  Percentile rank = 4 
 
The Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, 4th Edition (PPVT) is an untimed test of receptive vocabulary in 
standard English and is intended to provide an estimate of verbal ability. Janey’s scores are as follows: 
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Standard score = 97  
  Age equivalent = 7.0 years 
  Stanine = 5 
  Percentile rank = 42 
  Age Equivalent = 7.0 years 
  Grade Equivalent = 1.5 grade level 
   
The Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration (VMI) is a developmental sequence of 
geometric forms to be imitated or copied with paper and pen. It assesses the extent to which individuals can 
integrate their visual and motor skills.  Janey’s scores are below: 
  Standard score = 95 
  Percentile rank = 37 
Janey’s visual motor skills are slightly below average based on this assessment. 
 
The Slosson Oral Reading Test, Revised (SORT-R3) contains word lists designed to determine a student’s 
grade equivalency and provide an approximate level of the student’s achievement in reading.  Janey read 16 
of 20 words on the primer list and only 3 words on the first grade list. Below are her scores: 
  Standard Score = 86 
  Stanine = 3 
  Percentile rank = 19 
 
The Dolch Basic Sight Word List is used to assess a student’s knowledge of the 220 words most frequently 
encountered in early reading texts. Janey accurately read 32 out of 40 words from the preprimer (beginning 
first grade level) list. She read 32 out of 52 words correctly on the primer list, but only 13 out of 41 words on 
the first grade list.  This places her at the primer level in reading on this assessment.   She sounded out 
numerous words letter by letter but then was unable to blend them together to read the word.  She had some 
common mistakes similar to what one sees in students experiencing reading difficulties.  Examples include 
brown for down; ran for run; there for three; who for how; and come for came.  On words that she did not 
know, she usually did not even want to try the word.  Recognizing basic sight words is a definite area of 
weakness for Janey. 
 
The Analytical Reading Inventory (Tenth Edition) is a comprehensive standards-based assessment.  It is 
designed to determine a student’s reading level and also establish an instructional plan for improvement. It is 
comprised of a series of literature and informational text passages from preprimer through level 9.  It can be 
used with very young readers through high school readers. 
 
Janey was unable to read the beginning preprimer level passage.  She was at her frustrational reading level on 
this first passage.  The examiner had to supply words for her and she guessed on some.  The passage was too 
difficult for her to read and gain meaning (comprehension). 
 
The Diagnostic Reading Scales is designed to measure a student’s oral reading fluency and comprehension.  
Janey was at the frustrational reading level on the first passage (Level 1.4).  She made errors such as calling 
came for come and saw for was.  The examiner told Janey several of the words as she was reading.  She lost  
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her place even though she utilized an index card as a line marker.  She answered 3 of the 7 comprehension 
questions.  It was obvious that she was not able to read fluently enough to gain meaning from the passage.   
 
The Auditory Skills Test measures dictated alphabet, initial consonant sounds, final sounds, short and long 
vowel sounds, consonant blends, and consonant digraphs.  A command of letter sounds is needed to unlock 
unknown words.  Janey’s scores are below: 

Dictated Alphabet – 26 out of 26 (100%) 
Initial Consonants – 15 out of 15 (100%) 
Final Sounds – 11 out of 16 (68%) 
Short Vowel Sounds – 8 out of 10 (80%) 
Consonant Digraphs – 8 out of 10 (80%) 
Consonant Blends – 16 out of 20 (80%) 
Long Vowel Sounds – 8 out of 10 (80%) 

 
Janey wrote the letters “N” and “d” backwards.  She confused the writing of the “b” and “d”. Janey has a good 
command of the letters when they are dictated to her.  She also has mastered beginning consonant sounds.  
However, she needs additional practice with final sounds, long and short vowel sounds, as well as consonant 
blends and digraphs.  Mastering these skills will help her unlock words that she does not recognize by sight. 
 
The Beginning Decoding Survey measures the student’s skill in reading phonetically-regular words (both real 
and nonsense words). It provides information on the student’s ability to sound out words using phonics.  Janey 
read five out of five sight words quickly and accurately. When five Consonant-Vowel-Consonant (CVC) words 
were introduced, she first responded, “This is hard for me.” When urged to try them, she read all five words 
accurately, though all were read sound-by-sound. She was unable to accurately and consistently read 
consonant blends, consonant digraphs, and long vowel patterns. 
 
A Running Record is a tool that helps teachers to identify patterns in student reading behaviors. These 
patterns allow a teacher to see the strategies a student uses to make meaning of individual words and texts as 
a whole. Janey immediately engaged with the text presented (Come to My House, Level C), predicting what 
would occur in the story. Observed reading behaviors include self-corrections, using the pictures, meaning-
making, and noticing when the text did not match the words she was reading.  
  
BEHAVIORAL OBSERVATIONS 
 
Janey had a positive attitude and entered the testing situation willingly.  However, she did not want to 
attempt some tasks and had to be redirected.  During the evaluation, Janey was “fidgety” and even stood 
during a large part of the evaluation period, but this did not seem to affect the outcomes of the session. 
 
On the drawings that were required on the Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration 
(VMI), she did not cross the mid-line when drawing the shapes.  Crossing the Midline refers to the ability to 
reach across the middle of the body with the arms and legs crossing over to the opposite side. She used her 
fingers for counting on some items on the Slosson Intelligence Test, Revised 3 (SIT).  
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When she encountered a task that she perceived to be more difficult, Janey attempted to avoid it by saying 
she was unable to do it, but when redirected, she reluctantly attempted the task. She said several times, “This 
hurts my head,” and the examiner simply reinforced her attempting the tasks.   
 
ANALYSIS  
 
On the Slosson Intelligence Test – Revised, Janey had great difficulty with simple items such as responding to 
“Milk is white, butter is _____”; sharing where eggs come from (she said a bunny); and identifying body parts 
such as shoulder and heel.  Janey missed every question related to auditory memory. It is believed that her 
difficulties with auditory tasks contributed significantly to her low score on this test. 
 
She did better on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, 4th Edition (PPVT), where she was presented with 
four pictures and she had to determine which picture was the word said by the examiner.  Janey scored in the 
average range, indicating that her receptive vocabulary is adequate for grade level tasks. 
 
Janey’s visual motor skills as measured on the Beery-Buktenica Development Test of Visual-Motor 
Integration (VMI) were at the 37th percentile.  Most shapes were adequate until she was asked to reproduce 
diamond shapes.  When drawing some shapes, she did not cross the mid-line (the imaginary line separating 
the right side of the body from the left side). Crossing the body’s mid-line is an important developmental skill 
needed for everyday tasks such as writing.  
 
When letters of the alphabet were dictated, Janey reversed the “b”, “d”, and “N”.  Based on her chronological 
age, she should not be reversing letters when she is printing.  Overall, her oral reading fluency and basic 
phonics skills needed for unlocking or decoding unknown words is deficient. 
 
On both measures of oral reading fluency and comprehension, the Analytical Reading Inventory (Tenth 
Edition) and the Diagnostic Reading Scales, Janey read at a beginning first grade reading level.  Her oral 
reading fluency was quite poor and made it difficult for her to comprehend the passages. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Janey needs immediate remediation to assist her with improving her reading skills and helping her to read on 
grade level.  The following are recommendations: 
 

1. Provide RtI support (Response to Intervention) for Janey either one-on-one or in a small group and 
monitor her progress. 

2. Provide many opportunities for repeated reading of sentences and simple books (Levels D & E – with 
repetitive words in the books). 

3. Read the text to Janey and then have her read along with an adult, finally reading it independently with 
an adult assisting.  Multiple readings of simple texts will be necessary. 

4. Refer Janey to her school’s Screening Committee for additional assessments and consideration of 504 
accommodations.  Have the speech/language pathologist test for language, vocabulary, and auditory 
processing issues. 
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Janey responds well to positive reinforcement and redirection.  Tasks should be initiated in small amounts and 
then repeated many times to be certain that Janey has mastered the task.  A conference with school officials 
to review the findings and develop recommendations should be initiated immediately. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kerry Laster, PhD 
Reading Specialist 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with Janey. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact Louisiana Literacy Assessments again if we can be of assistance. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 (Try one or two ideas at a time in each area.) 

 
Ideas for developing oral reading fluency: 

 Model the difference between word-by-word reading and fluent rate/phrasing. 

 Model a variety of intonations and reading rates. 

 Model what it means to “read” punctuation marks appropriately. 

 Listen to modeled reading by having Janey listen to books on tape/CD. 

 Read aloud texts with repetition and repeated patterns. 

 Temporarily read aloud with Janey to model expression and intonation. 

 Push a bookmark across the text from left to right to encourage faster eye movements across the page. 

 Provide many opportunities to read many easier, familiar texts. 

 Rearrange cut-up sentences in many ways to stress intonation. 

 Practice sight words through flashcards and games to ensure automaticity.  

 Practice “echo” reading, where Janey imitates the parent’s/teacher’s reading, one sentence at a time. 

 Help Janey practice reading in phrases by inserting a slash to make phrases of text evident.  Example: 
I read / my new book / in bed / last night. 

 Provide opportunities for repeated readings: 
-Record and play back. 
-Use Readers Theater. 
-Create a poetry notebook of familiar poems to read and reread.  

 Do choral readings of familiar texts, songs, posters. 

 Modified Neurological Impress – The teacher or an adult is seated slightly behind and to the side of 
Janey.  The adult reads the text somewhat faster or a little ahead of Janey but Janey is also reading the 
text.  This can be done with a sentence or a longer passage.  The reading can be repeated until Janey 
has it mastered. 

 
Ideas for improving vocabulary: 

 During Read Alouds, think out loud, discuss characters, setting, details, illustrations, and graphic 
elements. 

 Encourage oral participation in class sharing sessions, Morning Meetings, and Author’s Chair. 

 To expose Janey to a wide range of vocabulary, read aloud more complex books than she can read on 
her own. 

 
Ideas for single-syllable word decoding: 

 Support Janey with common word chunks with lessons found here: 

http://www.balancedreading.com/wordstudy.html.  Find a list of word chunks under “Common 

Phonograms” at http://www.louisianaliteracyassessments.com/lla-instructional-resources.     

 Use magnetic letters to spell single-syllable words, particularly focusing on word chunks.  For example, 

“Make the word rat.  Now change one letter to spell fat.” 

 Do the same as above, only the teacher writes the words, changing one letter at a time, and then Janey 

reads them. 

http://www.balancedreading.com/wordstudy.html
http://www.louisianaliteracyassessments.com/lla-instructional-resources
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 Do word sorts (See http://thisreadingmama.com/word-sorts-the-heart-of-word-study/). 

 Try apps and games that build reading and listening skills.  For options, go to 

https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder. 

 

Ideas for supporting memory of sight words: 

 On sentence strips, write sentences that contain a high percentage of high frequency words.  Have 

Janey first read the sentence.  Then cut apart the sentence into individual words.  Have Janey 

reassemble the sentence and reread it. Have Janey spell the word, and then erase or remove a letter.  

Ask her to identify and replace the missing letter. 

 Give her magnetic letters to spell a sight word. Have her read and spell the word.  Then mix up the 

magnetic letters and ask Janey to reassemble the word accurately. 

 Write the word on a whiteboard or make it with magnetic letters.  

 Practice with words on individual index cards.  To the back of each card, write a student-readable 

sentence with the target word underlined.  Before telling an unknown word to the student, have 

him/her determine the word from context by reading the sentence. Draw a simple picture of the 

words, as below, if necessary. 

 

each 
 

 
I can eat each apple. 

 Try apps and games that build reading and listening skills.  For options, go to 
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder. 

 

Ideas for improving Janey’s attention to schoolwork: 

 Research shows that students with ADHD may concentrate better if allowed to fidget. Options include: 

-squeeze balls 

-beaded bracelet 

-Slinky 

-Rubik’s Cube 

-Sticky tack, play dough, Silly Putty 

-Velcro 

-rubberized band around front chair legs 

-Wikki Stix 

Eliminate this option if the fidget tool becomes too distracting. 

 This is a list of classroom modifications that might be beneficial: 

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-

strategies/at-a-glance-classroom-accommodations-for-adhd 

 
 
 

http://thisreadingmama.com/word-sorts-the-heart-of-word-study/
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-strategies/at-a-glance-classroom-accommodations-for-adhd
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-strategies/at-a-glance-classroom-accommodations-for-adhd
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Ideas for addressing the issue of her lack of confidence and persistence. 

 Build Janey’s confidence with many opportunities to practice what she knows. 

 Make sure Janey knows that errors are part of the learning process. Adults can point out times that 

they make mistakes and use the errors as learning opportunities.  

 Consider the suggestions in this article: http://imaginationsoup.net/2014/09/17/help-child-

unmotivated-growth-fixed-mindset/.  

 Avoid jumping in quickly to bail her out. Communicate the expectation that she can and is expected to 

make an attempt before you will help. 

 Prompt for initiative. Examples include: 

-“Try it.” 

-“Try something.” 

-“Could it be __ or __?”  Supply two choices and ask student to support her choice. 

-“Use what you know about that word.  What do you already know?” 

-“What can you use when you get stuck?” 

 

Ideas to help Janey become more comfortable crossing the midline. 

 Use the exercises found at http://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/activities-for-crossing-the-
midline.html. 

 Incorporate some mid-line crossing activities into Janey’s daily life skills (e.g., set up socks and shoes 
for dressing on the wrong side of the body when she is sitting so she is forced to cross the body’s mid-
line to dress. 

 Work on core stability and trunk rotation to encourage the physical movement of crossing the 
body’s mid-line. 

 Utilize crafts and activities such as: 
-Thread beads, cut and paste, and fold paper. Origami activities will be very helpful to Janey. 
-Play ‘Twister’. 
-Play ‘Simon Says’ using prompts such as, “Simon Says to touch your right hand to your left toe,” and 
“Simon Says to cross your body and grab your ear.” 

 Get Janey to make streamers or ribbon circles and patterns in front of their mid-line (use two hands 
together or one in each hand). 

 

Support the development of Janey’s auditory processing skills. 

 If appropriate, provide accommodations under an IEP or 504 plan. Examples of accommodations may 
include: 
-Getting extended time for reading and writing. 
-Being seated near the teacher and away from noisy distractions. 
-Having teachers make eye contact before giving instructions and check in frequently to make certain 
that Janey understands. 
-Use of pictures, gestures and symbols to enhance spoken lessons. 
-Use of a quiet work space to do independent work. 
 

http://imaginationsoup.net/2014/09/17/help-child-unmotivated-growth-fixed-mindset/
http://imaginationsoup.net/2014/09/17/help-child-unmotivated-growth-fixed-mindset/
http://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/activities-for-crossing-the-midline.html
http://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/activities-for-crossing-the-midline.html
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-Provide with prepared classroom notes or copies of another student’s notes. 

 Provide a quiet spot for studying, with background noise kept to a minimum. 

 Have Janey look at you when you’re speaking.  Establish eye contact before giving instructions. 

 Use simple, one-step directions. 

 Speak at a slightly slower rate and at a slightly higher volume. Ask Janey to repeat directions back to 
you. If she’ll need to act on the directions later, ask her to write notes to remind herself. 

 Use visual prompts like visual schedules, checklists and sticky notes to help her stay on task and get 
things done. 

 Give instructions one step at a time, since multi-step directions can be harder to process and 
remember. 

 Shut off the radio, TV, and computer when talking to Janey. 

 Try apps and games that build reading and listening skills.  For options, go to 
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder. 

 

 

 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/understanding-childs-challenges/simple-changes-at-home/download-sample-picture-schedules-and-visual-planners
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder

